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visitor who wished to see him, and at the same time
wrote back a personal report almost every day to the
Vatican. He took every opportunity to get out of Warsaw
and to see what he could of the country, but it was not
easy in view of the lack of transport facilities and the
difficulty of housing. He visited at least one of the famous
shrines of Poland, and in front of a statue of the Blessed
Virgin he knelt for a long time praying in the snow. He
gave numerous signs of his charitable nature and also of
the Holy See's determination to frown on any possibility
of Jewish pogroms, for wherever he went he took care to
be as friendly with the Polish Jews as he was with the
Christians. On no occasion would he allow anybody to
recognise a difference.
It was the first time for a hundred years that a Papal
Visitor had been able to visit Poland. He was present: at
the annual meeting of the Bishops in the Province of
Warsaw, and at every possible function wherever he went.
He learnt his Polish easily, and his acts became known
throughout the country very quickly. Peasants would
flock to see him and would think nothing of spending hours
waiting in the cold if he was expected in a village. He
commented once to his secretary: **Now I begin to realise
what the Pope really is- I am only a poor librarian, but
look how these crowds throw themselves at my feet,
simply because they know that the shadow of the Pope
follows me/* He also began to think that after a few
months in Poland he had learnt more about the universality
of the Church than after seven years at the Vatican,
By November, the Germans had withdrawn from
Poland, and the new State was proclaimed, with Paderew-
ski as president^ and Pilsudski as head of the army.